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	HOMERTON COLLEGE

CAMBRIDGE


	Hills Road

Cambridge, CB2 2PH

Tel:
+44 1223 507234

Fax:
+44 1223 507206

E-mail: cas48@cam.ac.uk


Dear Parent / Carer

I am a researcher from London Metropolitan University and Homerton College, Cambridge, carrying out a research project on young people’s choices about whether to pursue mathematics to A level and beyond.  As part of this project, I am observing the Further Maths teaching initiative at your school.  
Research shows that maths has an image which many young people find unappealing, or somehow incompatible with their developing social identities, and that sixth formers can find the transition through A-level particularly difficult.  We know little about what does influence students to continue their engagement with mathematics. This research project will investigate such factors from students’ perspectives, and how they impact on success and motivation in studying Maths and Further Maths A-level.

I will be conducting interviews with Year 12 students in a number of schools during spring and summer 2007.  These interviews will focus on students’ reasons for subject choices and experiences of learning mathematics at A-level.  I will also ask students to give me their names and brief contact details if they would be willing to participate in email questionnaires and interviews later in the project. 

I am writing to ask your permission for your child to:

· Participate in two interviews which will take place in spring/summer term 2007 and spring term 2008.  Each should take 45-60 minutes.

· Complete a half-termly email questionnaire about progress and motivation in mathematics from summer term 2007 to spring term 2008 (six in total; about 20 minutes each to complete). 

I will arrange these different aspects of the research to take place during school time so as to try to cause minimum disruption to the school and the students. Indeed I hope that the students involved will personally benefit from these opportunities to reflect and communicate about their mathematics.  

Cathy Smith 

Choosing to Study More Mathematics
Doctoral Research: Institute of Policy Studies in Education, London Metropolitan University.

Conduct of the research:

Interviews will take place on school premises, conducted by myself, and will be recorded. Before they attend an interview, the young people will be given a full explanation of the purposes of the research and told that they may opt out of completing it at any time. Interviews will be individual or in pairs if desired. Recordings and transcripts will be stored in electronic format but will not be identifiable except by code. 

Subsequent email contact will consist of sending half-termly questionnaires and a reminder to complete and return to the institutional email address cas48@cam.ac.uk.

These research procedures will have been agreed with the Headteacher and the Head of Mathematics in the school
Confidentiality:

All personal details will be kept anonymous, students will be given pseudonyms, and the names of the schools will be changed so that the confidentiality of the participants will be ensured. 

I am a qualified mathematics teacher and have a full Criminal Records Bureau check.

Cathy Smith

Researcher.

